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Bank House Burnley was a significant historical landmark that was located in the heart of 
Burnley town. The house was constructed in the 15th century and had undergone many changes 
over the years. It was originally a farmhouse owned by Ralph Pearson, but it was later 
purchased by the Halstead family, who became an important family in Burnley. In this study, we 
will delve into the history of Bank House Burnley, exploring its owners, its purpose, and its 
eventual demolition. 

Ownership of Bank House Burnley: 

The original owner of Bank House Burnley was Ralph Pearson, who was a wealthy landowner 
with a considerable amount of farmland. However, when Ralph passed away, his great- 
granddaughter Elizabeth inherited the property. Elizabeth married George Halstead, and her 
right to the estate was challenged by her great-uncle in 1504. Despite the challenge, the court 
ruled in her favour because there was no male heir, and hence the Halstead family became 
associated with Bank House. 

The Halsteads were an important family in Burnley, and they had a significant impact on the 
development of the town. They had the house rebuilt in 1721, and it became a prominent 
landmark in Burnley. However, the family sold the property to the trustees of St. Peter's Church 
in 1732 for use as a parsonage. It is not clear why the Halsteads decided to sell the property, but 
it is speculated that they may have been facing financial difficulties. 

Purpose of Bank House Burnley: 

Bank House Burnley was initially a farmhouse, but it underwent many changes over the years. 
The Halstead family had it rebuilt in 1721, only to sell it to the trustees of St. Peter's Church 11 
years later for use as a parsonage. The house was demolished in 1906. 
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